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Assessment of NGO Reports on CEDAW Implementation

Post CEDAW Review

Assessment

Questions

Publicizing the
CEDAW review
and the
Concluding

Observations
7 @ CEDAW

ST TR

As states tend to
not publicize the
review process
or its outcome
document, the
capacity of NGOs
to be able to

both fill this gap
and pressure the
state to do so is
critical.
ERBEREEA
EEEEBEX
HERX K -
NGOs BHc 15RIE
8 b ZE GR DU R
K It [ A 7
5E10 -

If NGOs attended the review, was there any sharing of experiences during the
review? How and with whom?

4% NGOs %2271 % 4 > % AR JRAEZRPERA
I A

R S E LT

Was any initiative taken by NGOs to publicize the Concluding Observations or

to ensure the government does so?

7 EP NGO eh> %% g 2R LS fEiRscfys @58 2

Were the Concluding Observations translated into local languages?

RERLLF WL B ET 2

Were the issues in the shadow report and Concluding Observations
repackaged or used in any way for advocacy? How it was used?

PR A RBL LY R FE Y BRI 2 P A g

Was any dialogue organized with the government or other stakeholders on
the Concluding Observations? When, who and how was the dialogue held (the
quality of the dialogue)?
m@wﬁ&éwwﬂﬁ;%%
W i) deie ?

BT QMR R pEE s N (g

What were the outcomes/ feedback for any of the above/ above related
initiatives?
riEE g PARESTA?

Were there any challenges in trying to publicize the review process or the

Concluding Observations?

BEBlT B AEASRERLR A PRI RPR?

What would / should be done differently during the next CEDAW review?
T =x CEDAW % & ¥ /Jg 5 VR 7 fo cai®d ?
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Monitoring the
implementation
of the
Concluding
Observation
EEREL LG

e

Follow up of the
Concluding
Observations is a
key area of
monitoring that
NGOs should be
engaging in. This
will assess how
far this is
happening and if
not, what are the
constraints.
MESRNE
EEEEE ﬁL -
NGOs fEZIZA -
I REHARE
MR, EREE
& IREIBM -

B —

Were monitoring systems put in place by NGOs after the CEDAW review to
monitor implementation of the Concluding Observations?

CEDAW % 42 15 > NGO £ B8 & L 557 ot 4 27 5 1=

How has the monitoring system been functioning?

TEA A g i

What was the scope of the monitoring system (e.g. national and local levels)

ERAGE TR R 2 (R R R )

Have these monitoring systems been used and by who? Give examples about
quality of usage.
£ B

JAE A A B YRR E Y &

If no monitoring systems are in place, why not? What have been the
constraints?

de% AR Bl B PR 2 IR g 9

Has any alternative information been submitted to the CEDAW Committee on
the progress of the government’s implementation of the critical issues
identified in the Concluding Observations for follow up (i.e. follow up
procedure)?

[ AR e N

3 T % A 2 BCEDAWL |
§ 7 (TEHIER

M AERAL R 0 A TF
)

Have any plans been developed for further research and data collection or
monitoring of state action?
e HBEAMPE K- HRFELREETR 8

R R R 2




Organizational
capacity

Rk A
,~__,Tl At

To understand
the
organizational
capacity of the
NGOs to
advocate on
implementation

of CEDAW,
Eﬁﬁe’é NGOs 18

=3

% CEDAW ¥ E
E’\J,%H,.?a’fﬁbjj

Has CEDAW been institutionalized into the NGO’s programmes/ advocacy?

How?

CEDAW H_%F ¢ #|B {+f » NGOs i3> § &2 63k 2 4ofr g » ?

How has the NGO used CEDAW and the Concluding Observations in advocacy

at the national and regional level?

NGO 4P &R 7Jr® A Benigik? @ * CEDAW 2 B2 5L L 7

Is CEDAW shadow report writing part of the organization’s workplan?

CEDAW 23 3 2 i B F e 2 1 (73- % - WA ?

Has the NGO made submissions to the CEDAW Committee during the drafting

of General Recommendations?

— B ERT YT > NGO £ # 2 4pM T4 CEDAW £ £ ¢ ?

Do all programme staff in the NGO have working knowledge of CEDAW? How
was this achieved? What are the obstacles to achieving this?

NGO ¢i7i- % & | 27 485 % CEDAW 49l 1 feswii ? g Rdeip i 5len? & 12
H ALY WG AR

What opportunities (at national or regional level) have helped the NGO

advance its work on CEDAW?

(LR FIe®BE %) 5 LA ¢ #2222 NGO % < & CEDAW 1 i% ?

What threats, if any, to the organization or its work has the NGO experienced

working on the CEDAW shadow report/ review process?

NGO %7 8 _,»;*,;r—frxﬁg}ﬁmw i 5 fr g VR o8 (&r-‘ic ) ?

What national or regional initiatives has the NGO engaged with on CEDAW?

Have these engagements been useful? How?

NGO %22 i5 VRt B 7t % 48 K % chCEDAW (7§ ? ipdt %87 £ 25 5 oo

e A A B E 9




Other state

obligations

U R A

To assess the
level of
appreciation for
the
interrelatedness
of rights and the
need to be
engaging with
other human
rights treaties

and mechanisms.

T 4 B HE R AR
Bt REME
fiy A 152 40/ 1

Has the NGO participated in the preparation of any other treaty body review/
monitoring mechanisms?

NGO &% ¢ 2z FOWIEF &/EFRAINER ?

To what extent and how was information from the CEDAW shadow report
used for submissions to any other international treaty body or mechanism
(e.g. UPR) or national commitments (e.g. MDGs, BPFA, national action plans,
national development strategies, national strategies for the advancement of
women, etc) or regional bodies (e.g. ASEAN, ACWC(C)? Was it useful?

”ﬁ 55 CEDAW £+ 3L F3oM 2 FieiwE I @ & MEE 4]%%’%3

Fl (e shTHFR) CRRKFE (wF R EFEPR MR F

.éﬁﬁ‘»? CRREEBTE C RIRSE R - s R PRRAGE) A RE
B (rh s TR E - K2R RELR§) 27 582

Have the Concluding Observations or recommendations from other treaty
bodies or mechanisms been referred to in NGO advocacy? When and where?
NGO E A3 © 2 6 (A /BHNRELLAER? P2 P/A?

What are the constraints to expanding the scope of advocacy to these other

Hl A ZHERIER | human rights treaties / mechanisms?
BE lapizip"l?];—-w AEIES /I PE 0 X P URal 4] 9
& 3% p : Bazilli, Susan (2012). Assessment of NGO Monitoring on CEDAW Implementation in SE Asia:

for UN Women (pp.52-55). Victoria, British Columbia : International Women's Rights Project.
(22T FARE http://iwrp.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/07 /FINAL-REPORT-JULY-26-PDEpdf )
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Rights Experts Urge Action on Gender Equality in Taiwan

Inter Press Service

http://www.ipsnews.net/2014/07/rights-experts-urge-action-on-gender-equality-in-taiwan/

By Dennis Engbarth

TAIPELI, Jul 2 2014 (IPS) - Prominent international human rights experts are calling
on the Taiwan government to quickly enact a comprehensive anti-discrimination act,
revamp the law on citizenship and take a wide range of other actions to curb gender
discrimination.

A five-member commission issued 35 recommendations after an intense review of
Taiwan’s second national report on the implementation of the Convention on the
Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW).

The commission members from Kenya, Malaysia the Philippines, South Korea and
the United States met at the Civil Service Training Center in Taipei City June 23-26.
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"It is...commendable, that a country which is not a UN member state has voluntarily
undertaken to adopt the standards of CEDAW..." -- Mary Shanthi Dairiam, United Nations
Development Program (UNDP) Gender Equality Taskforce

More than 230 government officials and some 100 representatives of
non-governmental organizations joined in the review. The event consisted

of discussions with the 55 civil society organizations, as well as a day-long
guestioning session with Taiwan government officials on issues raised by NGOs in
nearly 30 “parallel reports.”

Zoe Ye of the Intersex, Transgender and Transsexual People Care Association,
reminded the committee of the case of Tsai Ya-ting, a trans-woman whose application
for a national identity card was rejected in 2002. She committed suicide the following
year.

“The government has not learned from this lesson and has ignored the urgent desire of
transgender persons to adopt a legal gender status in accord with their self-identity,”
according to Ye.

The Taiwan government currently requires applicants for gender change to undergo
psychological examinations and the surgical removal of reproductive organs before
changes in official registration are approved, a requirement which Ye stressed violates
five UN human rights conventions, including CEDAW.

Other NGO representatives stressed infringements on women’s land rights, faulting
the government for failure to conduct gender impact-assessments for many of its
development plans that involve large-scale land expropriations.

These “threaten the right to adequate housing for rural women and all aspects of their
lives,” said Lu Shih-wei of Taiwan Rural Front and Wild at Heart Legal Defence
Association.

Non-member committed to CEDAW

Taiwan ratified CEDAW in 2007 under the previous centrist Democratic Progressive
Party government of then president Chen Shui-bian, but the United Nations
Secretariat rejected the ratified treaty for deposit since Taiwan is not a UN member
state.

Instead, CEDAW was directly incorporated into Taiwan’s domestic law through an
“enforcement act” effective January 1, 2012.

“It is almost unique, and commendable, that a country which is not a UN member
state has voluntarily undertaken to adopt the standards of CEDAW and other human
rights treaties,” Mary Shanthi Dairiam, a member of the United Nations Development
Program (UNDP) Gender Equality Taskforce, told IPS.

36



Still, “the defensiveness of government officials here is the same as
elsewhere,” according to Shanthi, who is a former member of the UN Committee on
the Elimination of all Forms Discrimination against Women (CEFDW).

Speaking to IPS, Democratic Progressive Party legislator Yu Mei-nu said that the
realization of CEDAW objectives may be hampered by “martial law mentalities” of
certain government officials. But the convention has “provided a platform for citizens
and civil society organizations to link with international society and fight for human
rights at home,” according to Yu.

Main recommendations

Chief among the 35 recommendations were calls to set a deadline to enact
“comprehensive legislation covering all fields of gender discrimination” as soon as
possible; establish an independent national human rights institution; prompt revision
of laws on nationality, domestic violence, human trafficking and marriage equality;
and passage of long-denied bills to protect domestic workers, along with ratification
of the International Convention on the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members
of their Families.

The committee further stressed the need for “gender impact assessments” for
government policies and development plans.

It called for abolishing the surgical requirement for trans women, as well
as the mandatory HIV testing requirement for entry, stay and residence of women
living with HIV/AIDS.

The panel was led by Shin Heisoo, representative of the Korea Center for UN Human
Rights Policy and a member of the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural

Rights. Shin previously participated in the review of CEDAW state reports from 2001
to 2008.

“I hope the government of Taiwan is contemplating how to implement these
recommendations...” Shin concluded, “Especially since we have heard that there has
been a deterioration of civil and political and economic human rights.”

UNDP’s Shanti echoed the need for action. “The government officials said they have
revised over 33,000 laws and regulations. But what the world community wants to
know is not what the state says it is doing, but what is actually being achieved in
terms of real improvement in gender equality.”



Taiwan’s effort in maintaining women’s rights

The Manila Times

August 19, 2014 9:45 pm
http://www.manilatimes.net/taiwans-effort-maintaining-womens-rights/120064/

In order to maintain and enhance women’s rights and foster international dialogue,
Taiwan has adopted the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) Committee model and hosted the CEDAW
Second national report meeting in June.

International experts, including Rea Abada Chiongson from the Philippines, were
invited to function as members of the review committee to examine the second
CEDAW report of Taiwan and to provide a list of issues and questions.

Participants in the meeting were highly impressed with the active participation of
more than 200 Taiwan government officials and approximately 100 non-government
representatives.

Insightful recommendations made during the meeting are as follows: to conduct a
study of all the impediments for women to access the courts and remedies; to devise a
comprehensive awareness raising program and education using a multi-media
approach to addressing gender stereotypes within the family and society; to increase
women’s labor force participation through the provision of accessible and affordable
childcare services; to provide legal protection to domestic and migrant workers,
including through the adoption of a comprehensive law on domestic workers in
compliance with CEDAW.

The Taiwanese government has demonstrated its determination and full support in the
CEDAW. To implement the CEDAW, the nation also passed the Enforcement Act of
CEDAW in May 2011, with President Ma-Ying-jeou signing it in June 2011. The law
subsequently entered into effect in January 2012. Since the adoption of the act,
Taiwan has propagated it, reviewed all domestic laws and completed the required
national reports.
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